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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Premating BVD vaccinations
• Metrichecking
• Bulk milk BVD testing
• Calf dehorning
• Calf vaccinations
• Autumn herd pregnancy 

testing
• Non-cycling cow 

checks

 GRANT FRASER

WHAT SHOULD WE DO WITH NON-
CYCLING COWS THIS YEAR?
In an ideal world we will get to within 10 days of the start of mating and 
we will have less than 25% of our herd not cycling. 

This number has been set up 
primarily by the nutrition of 
the cows starting right back to 
early autumn last season. As we 
discussed last month, our focus is 
now on getting the best 3 week 
submission rate possible which will 
drive our 6 week in calf rate up and 
ultimately our empty rate down.

What are our options with the 
non-cyclers we have? There are 
plenty but only a few good options 
that make economic sense. They 
are; improve nutrition/once a day 
milking, treat with hormones or do 
nothing.  

Improving nutrition would be the 
ultimate but it takes time – time 
that, by the start of mating your 
cows no longer have. Improving 
nutrition takes many forms. 

Once a day is a great option, as 
is improving the nutrition (e.g. 
additional supplements), but will 
typically take 4 to 6 weeks to 
have a similar effect and at similar 
cost to lost production for twice a 

day farmers to a Cue mate/CiDR 
program. 

Unless you know who are likely to 
be your non-cyclers a month before 
mating (you could target skinny 
cows and poorly grown heifers) it 
is unlikely to be a great option once 
you get to mating.

Treating cows with hormones has 
shown good returns on investment 
but must be done early in order to 

see those benefits. 

• 16 days more milk next season
• 10% more AB calves
• 12% less non-cyclers in the 

following season 

Leaving treating non-cyclers until 
after you have started mating 
reduces the return on investment 
down to cost neutral by the time 
you are 3 weeks into mating. For 
sharemilkers, nearly all of the net 
gains are gone after the first week 
of mating. 

The final option is to do nothing. 
No cost up front but ultimately will 
lead to a decreased 6 week in calf 
rate and higher empty rates over 
time which does start to add up, 
especially over several seasons. Not 
treating obvious culls is where the 
option of doing nothing belongs. 

SAVE $148 ON 
CALF DRENCH...

...AND RECEIVE 
FREE STUFF!*
Purchase your Calf Drench 
Pack from MVS and receive a 
Free LED LENSER and 6 Pack 
of FIL Tail Paint.

Pack Includes:
• 1x 5L Arrest C
• 1x 2.5L Eclipse
• 30ml dual nozzle drench 

gun

*Available while stocks last
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“OUR FOCUS IS NOW ON 
GETTING THE BEST 3  
WEEK SUBMISSION  

RATE POSSIBLE...”
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

     August 2018 38kg DM/day 122mm 12°C 2152kg DM 165,000

     August 2017 42kg DM/day 158mm 10°C 2112kg DM 160,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

FAREWELL 
NEIL BROWN
Over the past 13 odd years Neil has 
become the trusted face of the MVS 
large animal counter.

Starting pretty much ‘green’ in 
the field of rural retailing after 
an illustrious career in the local 
shoe trade, Neil has developed an 
impressive knowledge that we will 
definitely miss.

We wish Neil all the best for a long, 
healthy and happy retirement!

WELCOME 
GAVIN FORD
To most of our clients, Gavin will 
already be a familiar face after 
serving 20-odd years with PGG 
Wrightson.

Gavin is looking forward to getting 
his teeth into the role Neil is leaving, 
where he can further develop his 
knowledge and expertise in the 
animal health field. 

We are all very excited to be 
welcoming Gavin as part of our team 
from Mid-September.

 RHONA FRASER

SCOURING CALVES
We are seeing a lot of cases of calf scours (esp. Crypto and 
Salmonella) as the buildup of pathogens in the environment 
naturally increases. 

Some points to remember:
• Take scour samples to ensure correct treatment
• Calves that are down, too weak to suck or have a temp over 40 

should be seen by the vet
• Alternate between electrolytes and milk feeds
• Anti-inflamatories (especially Metacam) are important to maintain 

feed intakes and reduce pain.

A detailed hand out on calf scours treatment is available at the clinic.

 GREG JARRATT

LOW FIBRE = COLIC IN COWS
A relatively common trend at this time of the season is increased reports 
of cows with colic. 

While some colics settle with 
medication, there are others that 
are quite serious and require 
surgery to correct twisted and 
displaced organs and intestines. 
Generally, the surgical options are 
highly successful and as for all 
animal health issues – the sooner 
it is attended to, the better the 
outcome!

There seems to be reasonable 
evidence that these problems arise 
around the time that effective fibre 
is lacking in the diet (soft rapid 
growing grass, typical of the second 
spring round).

If you are noticing issue such as 
this, consider supplementing with 
1-2 KgDM effective fibre (Hay, 
Straw and grass silage). While 
it seems counterintuitive to 
supplement at a time where the 
grass is becoming abundant, using 
this strategy for several weeks 
while the grass matures may 
very well help your cows remain 
healthy. 

Further, effective fibre will help 
maintain rumen health and 
promote optimal Dry Matter 
Intakes and subsequent production.

DID YOU KNOW?
Cows have almost 360ºpanoramic vision. 
This is because their eyes are on the sides of 
their head, and they have horizontal pupils. 


